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and during my stay he painted my portrait, and
since I find he presented it to the Academy there.
In the year 1842 the present Emperor of Russia,1
then Hereditary Grand Duke, came to Rome.
One day, three or four Russian gentlemen with
Mr. Lounitz, a Russian sculptor of talent, called and
informed me of the intention of His Imperial
Highness to visit my studio the following day at
one o'clock, saying, that if he did not arrive at a
quarter after one I was not to wait, for in that case
another appointment would be fixed.
The Grand Duke was in my studio ten minutes
after one, he was accompanied by several persons,
and my friend Lounitz the sculptor; he spoke
English well, and was very agreeable, examining
everything with great interest. In the course of a
few days two of his retinue and Mr. Lounitz
returned and informed me that H.l.H. had fixed
upon two of my works, and wished them to be
executed in marble for him, and that the price of
each work must be fixed; this was written down.
The works were, my group of Psyche carried by
Zephyrs and the Cupid disguised as a shepherd.
This commission was finished in three years, and
my performances have their place in the Imperial
Palace at St. Petersburg,
Nearly opposite my door I had a rival, and
HXH. went over to him and ordered a statue of
* TBwt is Nicholas I., 1796-1855.